CenturyLink Teachers and Technology Grant Program

Examples of Successful Grant Projects
Writing Wizards

Aragon Elementary School

Fountain/Fort Carson District #8

A Title I PK-8 teacher applied for a CenturyLink Teachers and Technology grant to enhance the Step Up to Writing curriculum that is in school-wide use. By developing multimedia computer carts complete with laptops, projectors, speakers and scanners, the teacher is using this technology to allow her colleagues to model writing, and for students to write in collaborative groups.  
According to the school’s technology teacher, “One of the most substantial benefits [to the school] has been very high student interest. Using this technology captivates the children unlike traditional teaching methods. Students are thrilled to share their published writing samples with the entire class … Students can immediately practice what was modeled on the projector using the laptops. Because I was able to take the projectors to each classroom, teachers were also exposed to its possibilities. They have been highly interested in using it themselves.”
Accelerated Math Renaissance and Star Math Renaissance Place
Beulah School

Pueblo School District 70
In order to put into place a constant feedback process for student performance in math, a K-8 special education teacher received a CenturyLink Teachers and Technology grant to purchase the Accelerated Math Renaissance and Star Math Renaissance Place programs. Based upon the previous success the school has had with the complementary Star Reading program, there was a great deal of school-wide enthusiasm for the adoption of these new math programs to assess student understanding as well as identify student remediation needs.

According to the lead teacher on this grant-funded initiative, “Our past experience has demonstrated that improved school technology can aid teachers in developing individual education plans for each student. This allows students to learn to their maximum level of ability, which not only produces maximum student progress, but improves the overall school rating as well.”

Technology in the Music Classroom

Pleasant View Middle School

Pueblo School District 70

The choir and band director at a 6-8 school knew he needed support in teaching music theory concepts to his students. By using his CenturyLink Teachers and Technology grant to purchase a laptop tablet and an LCD projector, he is now able to aid in the musical development of his band and choir members. With additional funds provided by the school, the teacher purchased such computer programs as SmartMusic, Music Ace, Band-in-a-Box and Finale as important tools in the teaching and learning of music concepts. Using these new tools, students are preparing their capstone project—an original music score.
“Before, theory and history were taught on a hit or miss basis due to lack of materials. Now these concepts are taught weekly. Students are seeing the new concepts in their music immediately and showing a greater understanding of how to apply them. Students are even showing enthusiasm for learning these concepts … progress!”

Vernier Probeware
Woodland Park High School

Woodland Park School District RE-2
In order to expand the student portfolio of laboratory activities in science while enhancing their content knowledge and comprehension, a seven-member high school science department team applied for a CenturyLink Teachers and Technology grant to purchase Vernier Probeware. The necessity of having portable data acquisition equipment was a priority for these teachers in their effort to involve more students in out-of-classroom science experiences. This portable technology, combined with the already adopted video pod casting that allows students access to  live or pre-recorded lessons while in the field, is opening up the classrooms for the students.  With the resulting additional class time, students can engage in more opportunities for self-directed laboratories from the most basic to the more complex levels. 
“We have just begun to appreciate the flexibility that comes with the new laboratory computer equipment and how many applications can be made to the current laboratories that we do and how many applications are now available … It is an experience none of [the students] have ever had and is exactly the kind of skill set students need to learn for the challenges of the 21st century. As a department, this is opening an entire new line of inquiry that not only the students but the teachers can experience.”

Read Naturally

North Elementary School

Poudre School District

Seven elementary school teachers collaborated on a CenturyLink Teachers and Technology grant to purchase and implement the Read Naturally Software Edition for their students. As a Title I school with changing demographics, these teachers have grappled with effectively teaching all children and intervening with appropriate and proven teaching strategies as early as needed.  They consider the Read Naturally program to be an essential intervention/supplemental program that combines powerful research-based strategies to improve literacy with the ability to allow students to work on fluency at their own pace.  

The project is intended to impact student achievement in the following ways:

· developing better fluency to increase students’ comprehension skills;

· building student confidence in reading;

· increasing student engagement by allowing students to self-select texts;

· increasing the choice of reading materials that expands exposure to nonfiction;

· providing ongoing feedback to students on their reading efforts;

· monitoring ongoing progress to allow teachers the ability to adjust instruction to target student needs.

